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DAMASCUS, SYRIA (AP) — Cohesion won a landslide victory in Syria’s most democratic 

elections in more than 85 years, the National Election Commission announced Wednesday.  

Thousands massed in Damascus’ historic Umayyad Square erupted with joy, waving Syrian 

flags, and fireworks were heard and seen across the city of 2 million after the Commission made 

the announcement on national TV just after sunset. 

 The elections were largely free from violence, in sharp contrast to those following the 

six-year civil war that left over 300,000 dead and decimated the country.  In a statement released 

early Thursday morning, newly-elected Prime Minister Musa Al-Baratawi thanked his supporters 

and said he expected “a peaceful transfer of power, as the success of these elections represent a 

milestone in the creation of [a] democratic system for all Syrians.”  

 Cohesion’s journey to governance began during internationally sponsored elections in 

April 2022, following the end of a 5-year deployment of UN peacekeepers to Syria.  The first 

post-revolution elections saw the near-unanimous election of Sunni nationalist parties, who were 

plagued by accusations of corruption and sectarianism.  The Cohesion party, which arose from 

grassroots efforts to foster interfaith and inter-sect dialogue, gained popularity through its 

charismatic leader, Musa Al-Baratawi, and support from wealthy businessmen from Kurdistan 

and Palestine who benefitted from the explosive economic growth that has characterized the 

Middle East over the last decade.    

 

HISTORIC CHANGES  

 

 Analysts say the peaceful and democratic elections are another turning point for a region 

once synonymous with intractable conflicts, corruption, and authoritarianism.  “Fifteen years 

ago, the region was facing a dizzying array of challenges.  Islamic extremists were gaining 

power from Libya to Yemen to Iraq, and the much-heralded revolutions of the Arab Spring had 

failed to produce truly democratic societies. After the declaration of a new caliphate and the 

second Iraqi civil war in 2015, the situation seemed quite bleak” said Salman Shaikh, a former 

senior official with the U.S. State Department. 

 The dissolution of Iraq led to the creation of the Republic of Kurdistan in 2015, 

comprising what was then known as Iraqi Kurdistan and a small portion of Syria. In a startling 

turn of events, Turkey, the longtime nemesis of Kurdish statehood, was one of the first states to 

recognize Kurdish sovereignty.   Following two years of brutal sectarian conflict, the Republic of 

Iraq formally ceased to exist, making it the first country in the region to formally abandon 

colonial borders established by European powers following World War I.   

 

 



The partition of Iraq into Sunni and Shiite states, referred to tongue-in-cheek as the “first two-

state solution,” coincided with the formation of an independent Palestinian state following the 

third Intifada.  “A number of factors including the deployment of peacekeepers to Syria, 

normalization of relations with Israel, and a détente between the United States and Iran have led 

to tremendous economic growth in the region. Without that growth, it seems certain that 

unemployment and water shortages would have led to even greater conflict” said Fuad Mustafa 

of the Palestinian Institute for Arab Democracy.  
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Associated Press journalist Fatima Alhlou in Jerusalem contributed to this report. 

 
 

 
 
The preceding article is both an exercise is speculative realism and hopeful dreaming.  
With a background in international relations, I find it difficult to believe that such a 
positive scenario could come to pass, even though this hopeful vision is tempered by 
several tragic events.  However, the building blocks for a prosperous and peaceful 
Middle East do exist.  What is certain is that this relatively idealistic world will not come 
to pass if the parties involved do not change their policies and fast, particularly with 
regards to Syria.   

Even if the necessary action is taken to protect civilians, there will never be a 
Prime Minister Baratawi.  Ahmed Al-Baratawi died in Daraa at the age of 24 for refusing 
to fire on civilians and unarmed protestors, not long after the Syrian revolution began.  
How many more future leaders, artists, parents, statesmen, businesswomen, and others 
will have to die before the world says enough?   

I wrote this piece to show what is possible with courage, conviction, and political 
compromise.  I encourage you to think about how the actions taken by individuals and 
our governments (for we must not forget that they belong to us) today will have 
important effects on millions in the future.   
 
 


